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Ä UV fluorescence photography is a widely used technique in 
the study of cultural heritage items to highlight specific 
surface features which cannot be observed in visible light 

Ä This work presents a new tool for helping researchers in 
the analysis of this kind of images 

Ä We focused on the study of historical musical instruments, 
in particular on the Stradivari violins collection held by 
ȰMuseo del Violinoȱ ÉÎ #ÒÅÍÏÎÁ 

Ä Our goal is to achieve an automatic system for understand 
the color/material distribution on instruments surface, 
avoiding perception illusion.  
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Introduction 
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Photographic Set 

7ÏÏÄȭÓ ÌÁÍÐÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ 
UV illumination 

Softbox LED panels 
(T=5400K) provide  
visible illumination  

Nikon D4 camera (for visible:  aperture f/10, ISO 100, exp time 1/10-1/8;  
for UV:  aperture f/10, ISO 400, exp time 30 sec, Kodak Wratten Filter 2e)  

Computer controlled rotating 
platform (to acquire visible 
and UV photos at 
reproducible angles of view) 

Uniform black backdrop 
(for increasing UV 
photos quality) 


